
Building the future of the Public Health 
Workforce: Strengthening child development 
trajectories within Ontario’s Healthy Babies, 
Healthy Children programHealthy Children program
Community Health Nurses Conference of Canada– June 22, 2017

Amanda McManaman, RN, BScN, CCHN(C), Publ ic Health Nurse

the future of the Public Health 
Workforce: Strengthening child development 
trajectories within Ontario’s Healthy Babies, 

programprogram
June 22, 2017

Amanda McManaman, RN, BScN, CCHN(C), Publ ic Health Nurse



Objectives

successes and challenges using a Knowledge-to

gain insights into the value of partnerships and gain insights into the value of partnerships and 

learn innovative strategies

to-Action framework

gain insights into the value of partnerships and collaborationgain insights into the value of partnerships and collaboration



Explore barriers 
and facilitators of 
implementation 

Strengthen nursing 
practice and HBHC 

Mentor team:

Sarah Ellis, Primary Mentor

Improve parent
child interactions

Sarah Ellis, Primary Mentor

Prowd, Grey Bruce Health Unit

Shannon Johnston, Grey Bruce Health 

Lindsay MacDermid, Grey Bruce 
Health Unit

Nancy Delmaestro, Middlesex London 

Berni Candeloro, Niagara HU

May Tao, Toronto Public Health

Explore barriers 
and facilitators of 
implementation 

Address barriers 
increase facilitators 

Consistently use 
assessment tools

Strengthen nursing 
practice and HBHC 

program assessment toolsprogram

Improve parent-
child interactions
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Parent-Child Interaction Scales 
THE FEEDING SCALE
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Child Interaction Scales 
THE TEACHING SCALE
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What does parent-
child interactions 
have to do with 
ECD?

://www.ncast .org/ 

http://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/keyhttp://developingchild.harvard.edu/science/key-concepts/serve-and-return/



system that touches the lives 

of children-as well as mothers 

before and during pregnancy-

offers an opportunity to 

strengthen the foundations and 

capacities that make lifelong 

health development possible

(Center on the Developing Child at 

Harvard University, 2010)

Used with permission 2015, NCAST Programs, University of Washington



Straus, S., E., Tetroe, J. M., & Graham, I. D. (2013). Knowledge Translation in Health 
Care: Moving from Evidence to Practice (2nd ed.). Chichester, UK: Wiley



Objective 1: Scanning the LiteratureObjective 1: Scanning the Literature



Objectives 2-3: Environmental Scan3: Environmental Scan



Objectives 2-3: Facilitate a focus group with GBHU 
HBHC Public Health Nurses

: Facilitate a focus group with GBHU 
HBHC Public Health Nurses



Overview of Commonly Cited Barriers
ENVIRONMENTAL SCAN

Training and role clarity

Using PCI scales in high-risk home settings

Workload and time

Attitudes/beliefs in the evidence

Overview of Commonly Cited Barriers
FOCUS GROUP

Training

Acceptance of NCAST PCI scales as a valuable 
tooltool

Using PCI scales in high-risk home settings

Role clarity



Straus, S., E., Tetroe, J. M., & Graham, I. D. (2013). Knowledge Translation in Health 
Care: Moving from Evidence to Practice (2nd ed.). Chichester, UK: Wiley



Strategies for 
Action

For children, healthy 

relationships confer a double 

benefit, both stimulating brain 

development and providing the 

buffering protection that can 

keep even very challenging 

experiences from producing 

toxic stress effects 

(Center on the Developing Child at Harvard 
University, 2016)





No matter what form of hardship or threats may have been experienced, research shows that the children who 
end up doing well are most often those who have had at least one stable and responsive relationship with a 
parent, caregiver, or other adult. (Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University, 2010)

Questions?Questions?

Contact: 
a.mcmanaman@publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

Archived webinar: 

matter what form of hardship or threats may have been experienced, research shows that the children who 
end up doing well are most often those who have had at least one stable and responsive relationship with a 

on the Developing Child at Harvard University, 2010)

Archived webinar: 
http://rnao.ca/events/exploring-barriers
facilitators-using-evidence-based-assessment
tools-healthy-babies-heal
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