
6/13/2011 1

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓪᓗ

Munarhiliqiyikkut Inuuhiriknirmullu

Department of Health and Social Services

Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux

Creating Healthy Partnerships for a 
Sexual Health Strategy in Nunavut 

Marc Arseneau, Public Health Officer/Sexual Health Program Coordinator (BN, RN, MPH) - PHAC/GN

Theresa Koonoo, Territorial Community Health Representative - GN

Tracy Lickers, Manager of Clinical Nursing Education  (BScN, RN, MN) - GN

Dr. Geraldine Osborne, Chief Medical Officer of Health (MD, MPH, MFPHMI) - GN

Elaine Randell, Communicable Disease Consultant 2 (BN, RN) - GN



Outline

1. Sexual Health in Nunavut

2. Frameworks….

3. Nunavut Planning Framework

4. Moving forward

5. Implications for Nursing Practice

6. Questions?

6/13/2011 2

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓪᓗ

Munarhiliqiyikkut Inuuhiriknirmullu

Department of Health and Social Services

Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux



Sexual Health in Nunavut
• Gaps in sexual/reproductive health education and sexually 

transmitted infection prevention activities

• Highest rates of Gonorrhea and Chlamydia in Canada
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1. Data are preliminary and are reflective of information available as of March 2011.

2. Data source is the Public Health Agency of Canada, Hepatitis C and STI Surveillance and Epidemiology Section.



Sexual Health in Nunavut

• Government of Nunavut Sexual Health Program 
Coordinator position staffed in collaboration with the 
Public Health Agency of Canada

• Departmental goal established to develop a Sexual Health 
Strategy

• Fostering a positive lens approach 

• Core component = networking/partnerships/collaboration
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Frameworks….



Can explicit investigation of the context, potential 
challenges and assets assist nurses to identify 

strategies/tools to achieve desired outcome(s)? 
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Nunavut Planning Framework
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Can explicit investigation of the context, potential 
challenges and assets assist nurses to identify 

strategies/tools to achieve desired outcome(s)? 

YES!



Moving forward
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• 5 external advisors
• Informal networks with over 70 individuals within 15 

organizations/departments
• Funding acquired 

– networking in 5 isolated Nunavut  communities
– youth knowledge gathered

• Draft of Sexual Health Strategy in progress



Implications for Nursing Practice
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• The Nunavut Planning Framework provides strategic 
insight on context, potential challenges/assets and 
tools/strategies  that assists in achieving desired 
outcome(s)

• Maximizes time

• Opportunity for documenting process/formative 
evidence to inform future practice

• Nurses can be a significant asset to program 
planning/strategic planning 

• Nurses can assist in bridging the community-policy 
gap



Questions?

6/13/2011 11

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓪᓗ

Munarhiliqiyikkut Inuuhiriknirmullu

Department of Health and Social Services

Ministère de la Santé et des Services sociaux

Marc Arseneau

Public Health Officer/Sexual Health Program Coordinator

Public Health Agency of Canada/Government of Nunavut 

Department of Health and Social Services

marseneau@gov.nu.ca 


