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Purpose

Describe the steps involved in evidence-

informed community health, and apply this 

process to a community health issue.



Public health is not a cult

-we use evidence

David Butler-Jones

June 2010



1. Introduce yourselves

2. Any current practice questions?



A Model for Evidence-Informed 

Decision-Making in Community Health



Why implement 

Evidence-Informed Community 

Health?
ÅEffectively transfer knowledge from both 

quantitative and qualitative research into 

practice and policy.



Health - care

decisions

Evidence from

research

Evidence Transfer Gap



Evidence of Gap in Acute and Primary Care

Å Consistent evidence of failure to translate 
research findings into practice

Å 30-40% patients do not get treatments of proven 
effectiveness

Å 20-25% patients get care that is not needed or 
potentially harmful

Schuster, McGlynn, Brook (1998). Milbank Memorial Quarterly

Grol R (2001). Med Care



Stages in the process of

Evidence-Informed Community Health



Stages in the process of

Evidence-Informed Community Health

Clearly define the 

question or problem



Scenario

AN EXAMPLE!

ÅH1N1

ÅWhat interventions help to prevent or reduce 

the transmision of respiratory viruses?



Define the question

P opulation

I ntervention

C omparison

O utcome





Define the question

P general public 

I handwashing, sanitizers, masks

C usual routine

O respiratory viruses



Stages in the process of

Evidence-Informed Community Health

Efficiently search for 

research evidence



Where would you go to look for the 

research evidence?

1.

2.

3.



Hierarchy of Pre-appraised Evidence

Types of Resources   

Computerized decision

support systems

Evidence-based textbooks

Clinical practice guidelines

DARE, healthevidence.ca

Evidence-based journal abstracts

Systematic reviews

Evidence-based journal abstracts

Original published articles in 

journals

Systems

Synopses of Syntheses

Syntheses

Studies

Adapted from DiCenso, Bayley and Haynes (2009). Accessing pre-appraised evidence: Fine-tuning the 5S model into a 6S 

model.  Annals of Internal Medicine, 151(6):JC3-2, JC3-3 OR Evidence-Based Nursing, 12,99-101

Summaries

Synopses of Studies



Search: prevent AND respiratory virus

Types of Resources   

0

10 Clinical practice guidelines 

1 healthevidence.ca

25 Systematic reviews

1 Evidence-based journal abstracts

PubMed   726

Google Scholar  171,000

Google 5,390,000

Systems

Synopses of Syntheses

Syntheses

Studies

Adapted from DiCenso, Bayley and Haynes (2009). Accessing pre-appraised evidence: Fine-tuning the 5S model into a 6S 

model.  Annals of Internal Medicine, 151(6):JC3-2, JC3-3 OR Evidence-Based Nursing, 12,99-101

Summaries

Synopses of Studies


